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(DShared bikes in different colors have flooded on the city streets

almost overnight. (2 Despite the convenience they offer, it is highly
unlikely that shared bikes will be the most popular means of
transportation in the near future.

(® Firstly, equipped with GPS and digital locks, shared bikes are
only available to the target customers. That means users must have a
smartphone, download apps and know how to unlock the bikes. @
Moreover, bike-sharing thrives only in traffic-clogged cities where it is
the best method to solve the problem of the last-mile transportation.
®Secondly, as shared bikes pour into or out of populated regions, they,
like cars, can inevitably create new traffic problems. © Thirdly, huge
investments must be used to maintain service, update apps and expand
operations. In other words, more and more start-ups will flounder
because of lack of investment.

(@ To summarize, bike-sharing is a must in today’s urban
transportation system but it won’t be a leader in transportation means.
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Part 11
Section A
Conversation One

M:So Emily, what happened with the guy you started dating recently?

Listening Comprehension

W: (1)Well, a guy from one of my classes asked me out on a date. At first I had a crush on him, but after a couple of dates, I

knew he wasn’t my type.

M:Well, don’t worry. There are lots of other guys out there. Why wasn’t he your type?

W: (2)Well, I like guys that like to have a good time and make me laugh, but this guy just wanted to stay at home and play

video games all the time.

M: Well, I think it’s good that you don’t go for guys who play video games all the time. But why did you have a crush on

him at first?

W: (3-1)Well, our first date started well because we talked about how much each of us likes movies. But it turned out we

don’t like the same kinds of movies.

M: (3-2)That’s too bad. I remember a few years ago I was seeing a girl who only wanted to watch movies that I hated.

Every weekend we argued about what movie to watch.

W: (3-3)That’s too bad. I hope your current girlfriend likes the same kinds of movies as you.

M: Actually, I have a friend who you might like. Do you want me to set you up?
W: Well, I usually don’t like to be set up because I really don’t like blind dates.
M: I understand. But this time your should let me set you up because I think my friend is really your type.

W: Well...OK. If you think he is my type, then I will let you set us up. (4)But you have to promise me your friend isn’t an

athletic type. I really don’t like muscles.

M: No, he’s not. In fact, he’s the opposite. You just have to trust me. [ won’t set you up with someone you won'’t like.

W: Alright. Bu Kevin, if your friend is weird, you’re going to be in big trouble!

M: Don’t worry. I promise he’s not weird at all.
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Questions 1 to 4 are based on the conversation you have just heard.
1. What can we learn about the guy the woman dated with? B)

2. What type of man appeals to the woman? C)

3. What do the two speakers have in common? A)

4. What does the woman say about her choice of date? D)

Conversation Two

W: Hello, Professor White, welcome to Education Today on Saturday.
M: Thank you.
W: How do you comment on the current phenomenon of college tuition?

M: (5)Well, once you accept students on financial grounds, one wonders whether you have to pass them as well. But this
development in education is one that we have to contend with. Yet, if we are concerned about maintaining standards,

what we can do is to concentrate on improving the quality of education.
W: Yes, you're right. A university is judged by the quality of education it offers. Professor White, what type of graduates do
universities of the future need to produce, if they are to remain relevant?

M: (6)I think their graduates must be able to shift from one profession to another, because they are trained in a very
independent way. If you can do that, you raise the level of the flexibility of the mind. Today’s rapid changes in

technology demand it.

W: 1 guess many people would agree with you on that point. University education should focus on both personal and
professional development of students. But still some might believe there is a definite place for education in a broader
sense, that is, in personal intellectual development.

M: No doubt that.(7)We need people who will think about the future, about the past, and also people who will think about
society. If a society doesn’t have philosophers, or people who think about the value of life, it’s a very sad society indeed.

W: Professor White, my last question: do you see any common ground in education between your generation and the young
generation now?

M: (8)Adapting to new challenges is perhaps the true cornerstone of our generation’s heritage to education. And the future
of education in a country rests not so much on the construction of better buildings, labs, etc. , but in the development of
an ever-adaptive mind.

W: Professor White, it’s been a pleasure to have you on the show today. Thanks for being our guest.

Questions S to 8 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

5. What does the man think of accepting students on financial grounds? C)

6. What type of graduates do universities need to produce? D)

7. What kind of people does the man think society needs? C)

8. What is the cornerstone of the old generation’s heritage to education? A)

Section B
Passage One
English Language Day is celebrated each year on April 23—the date when tradition says William Shakespeare was
born. Shakespeare has been called the greatest writer in the English language. His plays continue to be published, performed
in theaters and seen in films almost 400 years after his death. (9)Many people consider English as the unofficial “world
language” because it is so widely used. English is the main language of business and aviation. It is the most widely used

language on the Internet and social media. The first English Language Day was the result of work by the United Nations. A
few years ago, the UN’s Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization created Language Days for each of the UN’s six

official languages. (10)The aim was to celebrate multilingualism—the use of different languages around the world—and
different cultures. Another goal was to campaign for equal use of all six official languages throughout the United Nations.

The other five languages are Arabic, Chinese, French, Russian and Spanish. April 23 is English Language Day—the United
Nations celebrated its first English Language Day on April 23 , 2010. That day, a number of events were held at the UN’s
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headquarters in New York City. This year, the TOEFL program has announced plans for a “live” question-and-answer chat
on the social media website Facebook. TOEFL is also known as the Test of English as a Foreign Language. The group says
the program is for students interested in learning more about its test and the English language.

Questions 9 to 11 are based on the passage you have just heard.

9. Why do people consider English as the unofficial world language? B)
10.Which is the UN’s purpose of creating Language Days? B)

11. What is the speaker mainly talking about? D)

Passage Two
(12)Cities in sub-Saharan Africa are growing rapidly. But will this lead to economic growth? According to a recent

World Bank report, the low level of regional and international trade is one of the main reasons why African cities are

relatively poor. (13)The report suggests that trade in these cities has remained local because most countries in sub-Saharan
Africa depend on natural resource exports, leaving urban economies without tradable goods and turning them into

“consumption cities.” Spatial disorganization is also a key factor; due to inadequate public transport and infrastructure,
these cities are some of the costliest places in the world to live and do business. (14)The report urges African policymakers
and governments to act quickly to reform land markets and regulations. Early and coordinated infrastructure investments

that improve urban transport and allow interdependence among sites, structures, and basic services could help build more
connected, productive, and prosperous African cities.

Another recent World Bank report says that urbanization in Africa “has been late, but it has been fast.” In many Ffrican
countries, national institutions are weak, and industrialization, funding, and services are low. (15)To build a sustainable

urban space, the authors call for more environmentally friendly urban planning and an improved understanding of
urbanization’s impact on the environment. Developing innovative financial planning schemes, such as payments for

ecosystem services, would enable cities to recover the costs of more sustainable urban environment from those who benefit
the most from using these resources. The report urges us to address these knowledge and technical gaps soon, because once
the ecosystem is degraded, the value of the services it provides may be lost forever.
Questions 12 to 15 are based on the passage you have just heard.
12. What does the speaker say about cities in sub-Saharan Africa? B)
13. What does the report say about trade in poor African cities? C)
14. What does the first report appeal to African policymakers and governments to do ? A)
15. What is the purpose of environmentally friendly urban planning? A)
Section C
Recording One

Diabetes is a serious, chronic disease on the rise around the world. And, not everyone can take the medication that
treats it. However, researchers have discovered that a compound found in a common vegetable might help treat diabetes. In
2016, the World Health Organization published its Global Report on Diabetes. It says the number of diabetic adults rose
from 108 million in 1980 to 422 million in 2014. Diabetes happens in two ways. If the body does not produce enough of a
hormone called insulin, it is called typel . Type 2 diabetes is when the body cannot effectively use the insulin it produces.
(16)Insulin controls levels of sugar in the blood. Diabetes is a major cause of blindness, kidney failure, heart attacks and

stroke. It can lead to an early death. India is one of the countries that could be facing a public health crisis as cases of
diabetes increase. Amit Jain is a children’s doctor in that country. He says obesity is one of the main reasons people get type
2 diabetes. However, children who are not obese can also get diabetes. About 300 million people around the world have
type 2 diabetes. A large percentage of these people cannot take a drug used to treat this disease. The drug metformin is a
first-line therapy. This means it is often the first drug doctors give their patients. However, the drug side effects. (17)It can

damage the kidneys and upset the stomach. Enter broccoli. This vegetable has a chemical compound called sulforaphane.

And in testing, this compound appears to work as well as the drug metformin at reducing blood sugar levels in diabetics.
Anders Rosengren, a doctor at the University of Gothenburg in Sweden, led the study. “We think this is very exciting


https://shop500319482.taobao.com/

because there have been so many claims over the years of different foods, dietary components having different health
effects. But here, we have really scientifically-based proof that it has an effect on type 2 diabetes.” (18)But do not think that
just eating broccoli is enough to prevent or treat diabetes. You would have to eat about five kilograms every day to get

enough sulforaphane. The study patients got a pill containing a concentrated form of the broccoli compound. It is about 100

times stronger than the amount found in broccoli. But, for diabetics who hate broccoli, that could be welcome news.
Questions 16 to 18 are based on the recording you have just heard.
16. What does the speaker say about insulin? D)
17. What are the side effects of the current first-line therapy of type 2 diabetes? B)
18. What does the speaker warn diabetics about at the end of this passage? B)
Recording Two

Google is offering financial assistance to groups that can help people get the skills and connections they need to find

jobs. Jacquelline Fuller is the president of Google. org. On Wednesday, she said, “the way we work is changing.” (19)She

noted, “new jobs require and depend on technology. We want to make sure that as many people as possible can make the
most of the new jobs, industries and opportunities that are emerging.” She also said, “Google is providing $50 million over
two years to provide financial help for groups working on finding people jobs.(20)Google’s money will first go to

non-profit groups in the United States and Europe.” Later, Fuller said, “groups in other parts of the world will get money.

Google is looking for groups that can do one of three things: help connect job seekers with jobs; do research to find what
kind of job training works best at putting people into jobs; or provide help for low-wage workers who work in the service
industry, such as restaurant employees, cleaners and store clerks. Service jobs are the fastest growing category of jobs in the
US, Europe and many other developed economies.” But she said, “many low-income workers find it difficult to get help
when they run into trouble, such as sickness or injury. Low-income workers often do not get paid when they are unable to
work.” Fuller talked about the National Domestic Workers Alliance, which is already getting financial help from
Google.(21)The alliance collects money from domestic workers through a small monthly payment. Domestic workers often
work in people’s homes, providing services such as cleaning. That money collected from the workers is used to help
workers who need to take time off their jobs deal with emergencies.

In 2014,(22-1)Pew questioned over 1,000 experts in technology, the economy and job creation about the effects of

new technology. The experts were divided, Pew said.(22-2)About half expected robots and other technology to take jobs

away from large numbers of people. For example, car companies are increasingly using robots, instead of people, to build
cars. But about half the experts expected just as many new jobs to replace the old ones lost to technology, Pew said. The
Pew report said, “these experts believe people will create new jobs, industries, and ways to make a living, just as people
have been doing since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution.”

Questions 19 to 22 are based on the recording you have just heard.

19.What does Jacquelline Fuller say about new jobs? A)

20. Who will get Google’s financial assistance first? C)

21. Where does the National Domestic Workers Alliance get its money? C)

22.How many experts being questioned are inclined to use technology instead of people? A)

Recording Three
The chief executive officers of America’s largest companies were paid an average of $§ 15.6 million in 2016, says a
recent study by an economic research group. The Economic Policy Institute published the repot written by Lawrence
Mischel and Jessica Schieder.(23)They say the average business leader’s pay was 271 times what an average worker earns

at the companies they studied. This chief executive-to-worker pay ratio is smaller than it has been in the past few years. In

2014, the ratio was 299-to-1, according to the report. However, it is still much higher than the 20-to-1 ratio between chief
executives and workers in 1965. In 1989, that difference was 59-to-1. In the last 30 years, the salary of chief executive
officers, or CEOs, has grown much faster than the pay of the average workers at the companies they oversee. In addition,
CEO’s pay has increased much faster than the value of stock shares in the companies they lead. To get their results, the

researchers added up employees’ pay, special rights to buy stock at lower than market prices, and bonuses. (24)The
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Economic Policy Institute is a research organization that studies the concerns of low-and middle-income workers.
According to the website Salary. Com, CEOs are paid very high salaries because their skills and responsibilities are

“extreme.” They say there is only a limited number of people who can perform these job duties. The report also noted the
earnings of low-paid wage is the lowest amount of hourly pay a company can legally pay its employee. Most workers in the
US earn more than the minimum wage, and many states have a higher minimum wage than the federal limit. However,
workers who earn the least amount of money in the study earn about one thousandth the pay of the highest earning CEOs.
The US federal minimum wage is $7.25 per hour. It has not been increased in eight years. According to the group Business
for a Fair Minimum Wage, the buying power of that amount has decreased by about 15% because of inflation. The issue of
raising the federal minimum wage has been controversial. Many businesses say that raising the minimum wage will result in
fewer low-paying jobs. The group Business for a Fair Minimum Wage disagrees. (25)It said that raising the minimum wage
for the lowest-paid workers could help the economy by increasing the amount of money people have to spend.

Questions 23 to 25 are based on the recording you have just heard.
23. What was the chief executive-to-worker pay ration in 2016? B)
24. What does the Economic Policy Institute study? A)

25. How could raising the minimum wage for the lowest-paid workers help the economy? C)
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36. Traditionally, Amazon

consumers in big cities while Walmart is widely

located in rural areas.
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is [F]Amazon is the dominant player in online sales, and is particularly

strong among_affluent consumers in major cities.

popular among

It is now

experimenting with physical bookstores and groceries as it looks to

broaden its reach. Walmart has thousands of stores that sell hundreds

of billions of dollars’ worth of goods. It is particularly strong in

suburban and rural areas and among low- and middle-income

consumers, but it’s playing catch-up with online sales and affluent

urbanites.
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37. Bonobos

apparel to the author in a

is selling
relatively lower price than the
Hong Kong tailor.
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[C] Men’s dress clothing, mine included, can be a little boring. Like many male office
workers, I lean toward clothes that are sharp but not at all showy. Nearly every weekday, |
wear a dress shirt that is either light blue, white or has some subtle check pattern, usually
paired with slacks and a blazer. The description alone could make a person doze. I used to

buy my dress shirts from a Hong Kong tailor. They fit perfectly, but ordering required an

awkward meeting with a visiting salesman in a hotel suite. They took six weeks to arrive,

and they cost around $120 each, which adds up fast when you need to buy eight or 10 a

year to keep up with wear and tear(f} 1) .  Then several years ago I realized that a

company called Bonobos was making shirts that fit me nearly as well, that were often sold

three for$220. or $ 73 each, and that would arrive in two days.

T OB, 1FE I ELWAERBRELHAK, BMHIEHRY 120 25T, 1 Bonobos 2 m] AT AR BN FE 73
%o6, BIE& LLRTE MK, BT H A in a relatively lower price /& & A7 5] 1 & A #E O EL 45 3, 0% ©).

38. Walmart bought | [G]Why are these two mega-retailers both trying to sell me shirts? The short answer is because|
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Bonobos in that it
help Walmart
overtake Amazon.
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moment.

they both want to sell everything. More specifically, Bonobos is known as an innovator in exactly
this type of hybrid of online and physical store sales. Its website and online customer service are
excellent, and it operates stores in major cities where you can try on garments and order items to be
shipped directly. Because all the actual inventory is centralized, the stores themselves can occupy
minimal square footage. So the actual inventory is centralized, the stores themselves can occupy
minimal square footage. Because all the actual inventory is centralized, the stores themselves can
occupy minimal square footage. So the acquisition may help Walmart build expertise in the very
areas where it is trying to gain on Amazon. You can look at the Amazon acquisition of Whole
Foods through the same lens. The grocery business has a whole different set of challenges from the
types of goods that Amazon has specialized in; you can’t store a steak or a banana the way you do
books or toys. And people want to be able to make purchases and take home on the spur of the

TEffE: G)BfEH, Bonobos AH 2k FASE ML N ELSGHREF, DL, PRZREDRE S 1) J5 R 5 /2 A 5 0
L iab ) 5 AP AT R . BT R ) bought AT overtake X N € 47 F) FH [F] acquisition 2 gain on, 1% G) .

39. The tendency of markets being occupied by
big companies indicates that small companies
have no advantages.
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[J]But more and more businesses in the modern economy, rather than
reflecting those diminishing returns to scale, show positive returns to
scale: The biggest companies have a huge advantage over smaller
players. That tends to tilt markets toward a handful of players or even

a_monopoly, rather than an even playing field with countless
competitors.
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40. Nowadays, apparel is probably produced in
developing countries and then transported back to
the US for the white collars.
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[M]These positive returns to scale could become even more

pronounced. Perhaps in the future, rather than manufacture a bunch

of shirts in Indonesia and Malaysia and ship them to the United

States to be sold one at a time to urban office workers , a company

will have a robot manufacture shirts to my specifications somewhere

nearby.
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41. With available high technologies [L]Already, retailers need to figure out how to manage

providing user experience, retailers can get more
potential buyers.
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EAr: 8T H providing. user experience
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sophisticated supply chains connecting Southeast Asia with stores in big
American cities so that they rarely run out of product. They need mobile

apps and websites that offer a seamless user experience so that nothing
stands between a would-be purchaser and an order. Larger companies

that are good at supply chain management and technology can spread
those more-or-less fixed costs around more total sales, enabling them to

keep prices lower than a niche player and entrench their advantage.

TEfR: L)BURH, FTHEE K EES ) T L& m MR b 2 4t PR, SRR R ST R R .
available high technologies J& XI & £ ©] ' mobile apps and websites [ HE$% & 45 ; potential buyers XJ N i 3 H1 1] a

would-be purchaser, #i%& L),

42. Despite the intense

competition, the apparel

[I] The apparel business has long been a highly competitive industry in which countless
players could find a niche(Fi#/l). Any insight that one shirt-maker developed could be rapidly

industry can still discover

copied by others, and consumer prices reflected the retailer’s real estate costs and branding
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opportunities.
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approach as much as anything. That helps explain why there are thousands of options
worldwide for someone who wants a decent-quality men’s shirt. In that world, any
shirt-maker that tried to get too big rapidly faced diminishing returns. It would have to pay
more and more to lease that tried to get too big rapidly faced diminishing returns. It would
have to pay more and more to lease the real estate for-flung stores, and would have to outbid
competitors to hire all the experienced shirt-makers. The expansion wouldn’t offer any
meaningful cost savings and would entail a lot more headaches trying to manage it all.
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43. Robots making clothing would compel the

clothing companies unable to develop robots well to

face difficulties.
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[N]If that’s the future of clothing, and quite a few companies
are working on just that, apparel will become a landscape of high
fixed costs and enormous returns to scale. The handful of companies

with the very best shirt-making robots will win the market, and any

company that can’t afford to develop shirt-making robots, or isn’t

very good at it, might find itself left in the cold.
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difficulties 437 % J5L 3CH shirt-making robots 1 find itself left in the cold ffI[F] X #4id, ik N).

44. The price for a shirt depends on many
factors, including the cost of fabric and the
labor force.

BEX: AR IR TR Z B,
Horp TR LK 55 3 0 AR o

SEDL: H BT Y price~a shirt A the cost of
fabric & A7 3] J5 3L Z Ak

[K]The most extreme example of this would be the software business,
where a company an invest bottomless sums in a piece of software, but then

sell it to each additional customer for practically nothing. The apparel

industry isn’t that extreme—the price of making a shirt is still linked to the

cost of fabric and the workers to do the stitching—but it is moving in that
direction. And that helps explain why Walmart and Amazon are so eager to

put a shirt on my back.

e K)BOE IR 5 A A RS SE L, [FIBR4RH, SRR S5 TR ACHIAR TN BSA ARG .
] the labor force % B J5i 3 H11] the workers to do the stitching, % K).

45. Amazon buying Whole Foods shows
that the online retailer is now beginning to
focus on physical stores.

B WS e il KRR T
BT R RIE S E

EAL: AT H ] Amazon. Whole Foods-
the online retailer 1 physical stores & {3 ] i
SCELR A

[A]With Amazon buying the high-end grocery chain Whole Foods,
something retail analysts have known for years is now apparent on
everyone: The online retailer is on a collision course with Walmart to try to
be the predominant seller of pretty much everything you buy. Each one is
trying to become more like the other—Walmart by investing heavily in its

technology, Amazon by opening physical bookstores and now buying
physical supermarkets. But this is more than a battle between two business

titans. Their rivalry sheds light on the shifting economics of nearly every

major industry.
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Part [V Translation
SHEBEL

Dining in China is featured with courtesy and manners. From seating arrangements to the sequence of courses to be
served and from who to initiate the dinner to when to leave the table—everything is clearly defined. At the Chinese dinner
table, the medial position facing the door is for the VIP, and the courses are served in the cold-to-hot and simple-to-complex
order. Eating won't start until the person sitting right in the middle has a taste of the food. At the dinner table, the Chinese
hospitality is at its best, as interpersonal relationships among diners are bound to deepen when wineglasses are raised. At
the outset of the eating, the host, as a rule, delivers a short speech of welcome before he toasts his guests. He drinks his wine
up and his guests follow suit.
L —RpE— KA, ATRENMIAE). “UFF0” TN be featured with courtesy and manners.
2. “ NPRALIR 22 AR BRI RE 7 B 18], SRR HAb s UIRTE TR B8« a7 (1 22 HE” W% seating

arrangements; “ oAl —FE” RPN initiate the dinner.
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3=, “EEEEeee e H not.until. AR

455005, “UFR” BANHMER, TN hospitality;  “ RIEMFR 57 AIENIAI4 at its best.

5N, BUERIX 7 JE )T IANE], e ZJa7 FEgEiEH S5 before KRFKIA .

6.55-th),  “—IKIMR” Wi¥N drink one’s wine up:  “ L E M 5E” ] H A2 follow suit “ HUEEM, 5307 KKk,
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