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My Views on Cosmetic Surgery

Cosmetic surgery has become a controversial issue in recent years as more and more people, especially celebrities,
choose to take it. However, I don’t think it’s a good idea to beautify oneself via operations.

First and foremost, cosmetic surgery brings about artificial beauty that confuses many young people about the true
value of beauty so that quite a few of them focus much on their appearance instead of virtues or personalities. Besides,
once cosmetic surgery is widely accepted by the public, it is unfair to those who have the plain look but work hard for
their dreams. Finally, despite the advances of technology, there are still many risks in cosmetic surgery.

As a result, I don’t support young people to take advantage of cosmetic surgery although it might bring about
benefits for the time being. The true beauty which is worth our respect should be connected with inner heart and
appropriate behavior.

o part @ Listening Comprehension

Section A

News Report One

(1) Falling global demand for personal computers (PC) saw shipments fall by a record 10. 6% in the fourth

quarter from a year ago. according to market research firm IDC. About 71.9 million units were shipped in the period.,

which includes the key Christmas shopping season. IDC said the decline was the worst since it started tracking PC
shipments. (2)PC demand has been hit by competition from smartphones and tablets, along with longer lifecycles for

PCs. (1)Shipments fell in all regions around the world and have declined for five quarters in a row, according to IDC’s

figures.
Rival research firm Gartner also said shipments were down. Using different methodology, it saw a fall of 8.3%

in the fourth quarter from a year ago. (2)Other factors that contributed to the decline in shipments included economic

issues such as falling commodity prices, weaker currencies, as well as social tensions in the Middle East.
1. What has happened in the PC market recently according to IDC?  ©)
2. What factor is contributing to the current situation?  B)

News Report Two

As the holiday shopping season begins, hackers are trying to trick users into revealing their private account
information.
(3)Last week, hackers tried to trick Amazon . com users into handing over their passwords and user names. The

attempt to steal individual Amazon user names and passwords was a “phishing” attack. Phishing tries to trick users into
thinking that the request comes from the company.

In this case, hackers sent emails to Amazon account holders. The email lied and claimed that 2 592 Amazon
account records were stolen. Customers were asked to verify account information in the phishing email. The email’s
signature was signed as “Amazon Customer Support.”

(4) Electronics and computer experts say deleting the email is an easy solution. Amazon says thieves use hoax emails that

look like they are from Amazon company accounts. Amazon says many phishing emails contain misspelled words and
bad grammar. The company says it never asks for personal information, passwords or bank account numbers.

3. What did some hackers attempt to do last week?  A)

4. What is a good way to solve the problem according to some experts? D)
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News Report Three

(5)India’s capital Delhi is ending a two-week trial that imposed major restrictions on private cars. Private cars

with even and odd number plates were only allowed on alternate days during the experiment. which began on
January 1. (6)The initiative is meant to curb the city’s air pollution. The trial took more than a third of the city’s three

million private cars off the road, easing congestion. However, it is not clear whether it has helped to bring down pollution.

Delhi has experienced hazardous levels of pollution this winter. The local government announced the scheme after
a court ordered authorities to tackle pollution levels which stood at more than 10 times the World Health
Organization’s safe limits. Authorities said the trial had resulted in a more than 50% drop in air pollution primarily
caused by vehicular tratfic.

Emergency vehicles like ambulances, police cars, fire engines and taxis were exempt from the campaign, and
single women were also allowed to drive their cars every day. The government hired private buses to provide shuttle
services. (7)Schools were shut during the trial so their buses could also be used as public transport.

5. What is Delhi try doing recently? D)
6. What is the purpose of this experiment?  B)

7. Why were school buses used as public transport during the experiment?  A)

Section B

Conversation One
: Hey taxil
: Where to?
: Well, I’'m going to the National Museum of Art.
: Sure. No problem.
: Excuse me. How long does it take to get there?
: Well, it depends on the traffic, but (8)it shouldn’t take more than twenty minutes for the average driver. And I'm

22222z

not average. I have driving down to an art, so we should be able to cruise through traffic (8)and get there at least

eight minutes earlier.

: Oh, and by the way, do you know what time the museum closes?

: It’s half past four. This is your first time to the city. right?

: Yeah. How did you know?

: Well, (9)you can tell tourists from a mile away in this city because they walk down the street looking straight up at

the skyscrapers.
: Good for you! Can you recommend any good restaurants downtown that offer meals at a reasonable price?

LX<

£ =

: Umm. . . The Mexican restaurant. (10) It’s not as expensive as other places I know, and the portions are larger

than most places I've been to.

: Sounds great! How do I get there from the museum?

Z =

: Well, there are buses running that way., but you would have to transfer a couple of times. And there are taxis too,
but they don’t run by the museum that often. So you’d better catch the subway right outside the museum.

W.: Okay. Thanks.

8. How long does it take the man to get to the museum? C)

9. How does the man figure out the woman is a fresh visitor to the city? D)

10. What sort of restaurant does the man recommend? B)

11. What’s the personality of the man that we can infer from the conversation?  A)

Conversation Two

: English Language Center. How may I help you?
: Yes. I'm calling to find out more information about what kind of courses you offer.

==X

: Well. (12)the purpose of our program is to provide language learning opportunities to students whose goal is either

to master basic functional language skills for his or her job, or to study intensively to enter a US college or

university.
W: What are your application deadlines for the next semester?
M

: Well, (13)we ask applicants to apply no later than two months before the semester begins. This gives us time to
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process the application and issue the student’s I-20.
. 1-207

: Oh, (14)an 1-20 is a form that indicates that we are giving permission for the student to study in our program, and

< =

then the student takes this form to the US embassy in his or her country to apply for the F-1 student visa.

: And are there other materials I need to send in addition to the application form?

£ =

: Yes. (15) You need to send in a $35 application fee, a sponsorship form indicating who will be responsible

financially for the student while studying in our program, and a bank statement showing that you or your sponsor

has sufficient funds to cover tuition expenses and living costs for the entire year of study.
W. Alright. I think that’s about it. Thank you!
M: No problem.
12. What'’s the purpose of the program in the center?  A)

13. Why does the center ask students to apply for the program early? ©)
14. What is the 1-20?7  B)
15. What is regarded as the priority by the center besides the application form?  B)

Section C

Passage One

Here’s a parable of two young children and a white-bearded wise man that lived alone in the mountains. (16) The man
was highly respected by the local residents; however, the two young children just shrugged it off. One day, (17)the

kids, intending to test this man, decided to play a joke on him to see his so-called wisdom. This was their marvelous

plan. They would catch a small bird, put their hands behind their back and ask the man if the bird was dead or alive.
If the wise man says the bird is alive, they will crush it. If the wise man says it is dead, they can let it live. So having
captured the bird they went to the mountains to find the wise man. When they finally came across him, one of the
youngsters laughed and asked, “Hi, wise man, can you tell us whether the bird I am holding in my hands is dead or
alive?” (18)To their surprise, the wise man just smiled and responded, “Young boys, the future of the bird is in your

hands.” There are many extremely smart people around that can grasp many issues at once. Perhaps the guy sitting
next to you always mentions something that you didn’t think about or something that at the last minute made you
change your mind about the resolution of a case under discussion. (19)So be ethical, be respectful, be smart and it is

your opportunity to really make a difference in the world.
16. What did the children think of the man? C)
17. What was the purpose of the children’s plan?  A)

18. What does the man’s response imply? D)
19. What lesson does the parable tell us?  A)
Passage Two

With its fast food restaurants, churches and strip malls, this city in southeast Florida looks like much of America.
But on a sunny day last month, (20) city official Hector Castro talked about its resemblance to Italy’s slowly sinking

Venice. “At some point in the future, some places may be uninhabitable,” said Castro. “Maybe people could live in
the top part of buildings. But what do you do about the roads?” These predictions about an underwater city may sound
horrible, (21) but officials here say they are already changing infrastructure with climate change in mind. Recent

storms hit the 4. 4-square-mile city to such a degree that some homes were abandoned for the first time. It was the kind
of heavy rainfall that could become more frequent with climate change, even though scientists say no weather event
can be tied to warming temperatures. Simultaneously, (22) the city’s freshwater supply is being contaminated by

saltwater intrusion—a problem that was not created by climate change, but that is likely being accelerated by it. So

city officials are spending some $16 million to move the city’s entire drinking supply to the west to get out of the way

of the ocean. It is a temporary fix for a problem that is projected to get worse as time goes on. There may be limits on
how much to protect the city from flooding and saltwater intrusion with existing technologies. No one knows how long
serious trouble will come—it could be 30 years or so, or it could be later.

20. In what aspect does the city in Florida resemble Venice in Italy?  A)

21. How do the local governments react to the city’s sinking? D)

22. What does the speaker say about the city’s freshwater supply? D)
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Passage Three

Crazed doggy parents will eagerly tell you that their dogs are able to understand and communicate, and are surely

capable of basic levels of human cognition. (23) It turns out that these doggy parents may not be so crazy after all.

(24)Dogs, like human babies, read our facial expressions. They don’t just rely on verbal cues to ascertain what

humans want. They also use eye contact to anticipate our desires. In a recent study, the dogs were shown a video of a

woman who would call them, stare straight at them to get their attention, and then look down at an object beside her.
Then the dogs were shown a second video in which the woman would silently turn her head and stare at the object
without ever making direct eye contact. In most cases, the dogs followed the woman’s gaze in the first video. In the
second video. in which she made no direct eye contact. the dogs didn’t follow her gaze. Similar experiments have been
conducted with babies, and 6-month-old infants exhibited the same behavior as the dogs. (25)Experts think it’s a trait

that the animals developed as they worked and bonded with generations of humans. Dogs have evolved to sharing their

lives with humans, and they gained new skills that support their social interaction with humans. This should reinforce

that if we want our dogs’ attention, we should be clear about it. For those people who talk to their dog in a baby-talk
voice, they should keep it up.

23. What does the speaker say about crazed doggy parents?  C)

24. What do we learn from the study? B)

25. How do dogs learn to interact with humans according to some experts?  C)
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. Part @ Translation

Mountaineering is a sport in which the sportsmen, under specific requirements, climb from low altitude areas to
high altitude peaks with the help of specialized equipment or only through their hands. Different from other sport
events. the competitiveness of mountaineering lies not in the competition and combat among athletes but the athletes’
contending against nature, which is a symbol of human’s vitality. It is of many benefits for people to participate in
mountain climbing and camping frequently, such as the consumption of superfluous fat in the body and the delay of
human body aging.

Pug 2—8



